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THE BODY IN 58 HIGH TECHNOLOGY PERFORMANCES.
In 2012 the artistic collective AMAE and the artist Pier Giorgio De Pinto started a conversation inspired by the 
philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy’s treaty 58 indices sur le corps (Editor’s note “58 indices on the body”), and extended 
his text into a series of performances with the aim of exploring the contemporary body and involving the audience 
in close touch as a way of generating in it a deep critical conflict.
A few months later, the philosopher himself decided to participate in the project and, prodded by stimuli offered by 
the artists, added new words to his “Indices”, thereby taking his thoughts towards an unexpected “queer” direction.

The project entitled 58 (+1) INDICES ON THE BODY is  an excursus on the contemporary body and its boundaries/
potentials in a perspective that flattens the hierarchy between artist and audience through the process of emulation. 
This would enable the audience to unleash conflicts, which push towards a critical approach instead of a simple 
behavioural mimicry.

The themes preferred by the collective Amae and by De Pinto such as transience, transfer, otherness, virtuality, 
Queer Theory are the very soul of the project, which – inspired by the 58 indices by Nancy – takes charge of a 
method of creative presentation leading into a series of 58 (plus one) performances. The performances focus on the 
idea of body from the physical, philosophical, biological, psychological, emotional, social, educational, economical 
and cultural point of view.

During 58 (+1) INDICES ON THE BODY the body Amae/De Pinto will put the public into a condition of active 
interaction with the performers through the use of technologies and softwares that were originally created for 
commercial and/or scientific purposes and now exploited for a brand new artistic practice.

Amae and De Pinto will literally fuse their bodies, not only to demonstrate the occupied/achieved contiguity/
interruption by each body, but in order to bring to life a body/corpus unicum: here the physical, philosophical and 
psychological extension of the body in action will find its shape. 

These will be bodies put into a condition of mutation and transience: a technological, biological and political 
introduction will allow:
1. to stimulate discussion around the idea of the contemporary body itself in pursuit of a new awareness of the agents 
engaged with the project.
2. to communicate the cultural change required to broaden the under standing of the word “body”.
3. the various agents to bravely explore their own selves, in order to be able to engage with the discourse about the 
contemporary social human being.
4. to put together an enormous quantity of data, collected and synthesised into a text (corpus), which must give due 
consideration to all facets from which the contemporary human being is built.
The long series of performances will cause the active visitor to be themselves author of those thoughts, of those 
actions and integrate them all.

Twitter @AmaeDePinto
https://twitter.com/AmaeDePinto

Audio files recorded by Jean-Luc Nancy for the project 
https://soundcloud.com/58_plus1_indicesonthebody



Past project venues and live streamings.
Freiburg (D)
16th of June 2013 and 12 July 2013
AMAE/DE PINTO presented on 16th June 2013 at the Kommunales Kino Gallery in Freiburg (D), for 
the project 58(+1) indices on the body, the performance “Index N.17_Proximity and Distance.” Same 
performance on 12th July 2013 during the symposium SPUREN 2.0 / Körper-Medien-Sinnlichkeit by 
MBODY Research of the Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, at E-WERK, Freiburg (D).
http://www.mbodyresearch.de/front_content.php?idart=165
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/07/13/spuren-2-0-index-n-17-proximity-and-distance-
e-werk-freiburg-12-07-2013/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/07/07/amaede-pinto-performing-at-e_werk-in-freiburg-
germany/

Birmingham (UK)
20th of June 2013
AMAE/DE PINTO presented on 20th June 2013 at A.E. Harris space, Birmingham (UK)  for the project 
58(+1) indices on the body, the performance “Index N.10_The unity of a touch.”
The performance was shown as part of the group exhibition _Encounters.
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/05/21/index-n-10_the-unity-of-a-touch/
http://encountersbirmingham.tumblr.com/

Strasbourg (FR)
10th of May 2014
AMAE/DE PINTO presented on 10th May 2014 at the Hall des Chars, Strasbourg (FR)  for the project 
58(+1) indices on the body, the performance “Indices 60_61. A Living Archive”.
The performance was shown as part of the INACT Festival #4 de performances transmédias.
http://www.inact.fr/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/12/a-living-archive-inaugural-reading/

Bellinzona(CH)
A two-days event: workshop and performances and streaming with Jean-Luc Nancy. 
24th of May 2014
Workshop C.O.R.E. Strange foreign bodies and  Performance Index n. 58
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino (CH)
25th of May 2014.
Performance Indices nn. 60_61
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino (CH)
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/26/c-o-r-e-strange-foreign-bodies-workshop-and-
performance/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/26/amaede-pinto-indices-nn-60_61-a-living-archive/

London (UK)
15th of June 2014
The Voice and the Lens. Whitechapel Gallery, London (UK)
Group show with Robert Ashley, AMAE Collective, Amy Cunningham, Adam de la Cour, Pier Giorgio 
De Pinto, Jean-Luc Godard, Mikhail Karikis, Lina Lapelyte, David Lynch, Shirin Neshat, Jayne Parker, 
Helen Petts, Elizabeth Price, Laure Prouvost, Bruce MacLean, Michael Snow, Imogen Stidworthy, Anri 
Sala, Bill Viola.
http://www.thirdear.co.uk/projects/current-projects/the-voice-and-the-lens/
http://issuu.com/sbelinfante/docs/the-voice-and-the-lens-web-1.0

Milano (I)
From 17th to 20th of September 2014
Helicotrema Recorded Audio Festival.
Helicotrema is a four-day festival that presented a program of recorded audio pieces.
The festival was hosted at ViaFarini DOCVA and Careof DOCVA, as well as at Fonderia Artistica 
Battaglia and at the Istituto dei Ciechi di Milano, with the collaboration of RAI Radio3.
http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/post/96527885379/amae-de-pinto-58-1-indices-on-the-body
http://www.blauerhase.com/

California (US)
4th and 6th of May 2015
Workshop with AMAE/De Pinto and conversation between Jean-Luc Nancy and the students of Soka 
University, California, USA. 
https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2015/07/28/conversation-between-jean-luc-nancy-and-the-
students-of-soka-university-california-usa/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1426335717674670/

Worldwide Live streaming performance
On Tuesday the 15th of September 2015 from 8.00 p.m. London time.
Index n.42_The phases of the pomegranate.
https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2015/09/11/58-1-indices-on-the-body-index-n-42_the-phas-
es-of-the-pomegranate/

Venice (I)
The 4th of November 2015
Helicotrema Recorded Audio Festival. Punta della Dogana at the François Pinault Foundation, Venice, 
Italy.
http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/post/129768419575/amaede-pinto-with-jean-luc-nancy-stephen-
roddy

Lugano (CH)
AMAE/DE PINTO contribution for La forme de l’âme – LAC Teatrostudio Lugano Switzerland.
https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2015/12/18/amaede-pinto-contribution-for-la-forme-de-
lame-lac-teatrostudio-lugano-switzerland/

Worldwide ‘68 Variation on the body’. Collecting tracks from 2015 to 2016 for the project
https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2015/10/18/63-variations-on-the-body-open-call-for-com-
posers-2nd-edition/

Venice (I)
The 19th of October 2016
Helicotrema Festival, a special sonic visit of the exhibition “Sigmar Polke”. Palazzo Grassi, Venice.
A special playlist accompanied visitors to the exhibition “Sigmar Polke”. The sounds could be accessed 
independently via smartphones, tablet and computers.
http://www.palazzograssi.it/it/eventi/tutti/helicotrema/
http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/



WHO

AMAE Art Collective. 
AMAE’s research contaminates traditional languages of art communication (poetry, video, 
sound, photography, installation, performance) with mass media via photographic works and 
performances, which are often broadcast live on the web.
AMAE’s research recently approached queer theory with a group of works developed with the 
support of Birmingham City University. The works explore the theory of the self, the perception 
of sexuality and the therapeutic influence of art in the construction of identity.

Recent works
- MYBODYISYOURBODYPROJECT: The otherselves series, Act. 1: Indelible – Performance at 
Performance Space, London Hackney, London, 2013.
- MYBODYISYOURBODYPROJECT: Re-staging the wound. Performance at Boltz Club, 
Birmingham, 2013.
- MYBODYISYOURBODYPROJECT: How many drops for chaos? Performance at MACT/
CACT Contemporary Art in Canton Ticino, Bellinzona, Switzerland, 2013.

http://www.amae-art.com/
http://mybodyisyourbodyproject.wordpress.com/

Pier Giorgio De Pinto
Pier Giorgio De Pinto is a trans-disciplinary artist, curator, theorist and media trainer.
De Pinto concentrates on new media in which he involves the audience, creating performative 
experiences and immersive environments. Mapping the body as personal genius loci (spirit of 
the place) referenced to a clearly identifiable psycho-geography is one of the topics on which the 
artist is working, while drawing thematic inspiration from the television and cinema scene, as 
well as from the social environment.

Recent events
2015 “Fraught” Pier Giorgio De Pinto & Valter Luca Signorile. MACT/CACT (CH).
2015 “6pm your local time”. Talk at Triennale Milano (IT)
2015 “Le latitudini dell’arte” II edition, Hungary and Italy. Biennale d’Arte Contemporanea. 
Palazzo Ducale, Sale del Munizioniere, Genoa (I).
2014 Come Closer. MAMY Modern Art Museum Yeravan, Armenia.
2014 End in Nation. Group show at Palazzo Ducale, Genoa (I)
2014 Oslo Night. Open-air Cinema by Haus für elektronische Künste, Basel (CH).
2014 Creatures #3. Solo exhibition at [.BOX] Milan (I).
2014 End in Nation. Group show at Palazzo Medici Riccardi, Florence (I).
2014 Late at Tate Britain. Art meets film: Moving image. Group exhibition at Tate Britain, 
London (UK).
http://www.depinto.it/
http://futureisnow.culturalspot.org/home

Jean-Luc Nancy 
Jean-Luc Nancy is a French philosopher emeritus of philosophy at the University of Strasbourg. 
Along with Derrida (who dedicated to Nancy a large number of studies) can be considered one 
of the greatest specialists of deconstructionism. His thought is articulated on different levels 
from the more political perspective to the wider field of arts and aesthetics (relevant is his text 
The Muse). His books generate much interest often with strong autobiographical references as 
‘Corpus’, which contains the text ‘The intruder’, strong and emotional reflection on his heart 
transplant. He has collaborated with numerous artists like Claudio Parmeggiani, Claire Denis, 
Mathilde Monnier, Abbas Kiarostami, Simon Hantai. Recently Mr Nancy also curated the 
exhibition L’altro ritratto (The other portrait) at MART Art Museum in Rovereto, Italy. 
Over the past two years, the encounter with Pier Giorgio De Pinto and the collective AMAE for 
their project 58 (+1) Indices on the body stimulated Jean-Luc Nancy to revise his text 58 Indices 
sur le corps, by expanding it and implementing four new “indices” specifically created for this 
project. At the same time, for the first time, he recorded his voice reading all his “Indices”. 
Some of these recordings will be performed in streaming or live during events and/or exhibitions 
with AMAE / DE PINTO among others during the Festival INACT in Strasbourg in May 2014 
and the event The Voice and the Lens at the Whitechapel Gallery in London, United Kingdom 
in June 2014.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-Luc_Nancy

________________
Cultural Partners:
CFAR Centre for Fine Art Research of Birmingham Institute for Art & Design (BIAD) 
UK
http://www.biad.bcu.ac.uk/research/site/pages/CFAR.php
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino CH
http://www.cacticino.net/
mbody – künstlerische Forschung in Medien, Somatik, Tanz und Philosophie e.V. D
http://www.mbodyresearch.de/front_content.php?idcat=5

Thanks to :
CFAR Centre for Fine Art Research of Birmingham Institute for Art & Design (BIAD), (UK)
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino, (CH)
Mbody – künstlerische Forschung in Medien, Somatik, Tanz und Philosophie e.V., (D)
Dr. med Dr. phil. Martin Dornberg and Prof. Daniel Fetzner of mbody Artistic Research in 
Media, Somatics, Dance and Philosophy, Freiburg (D). 
Prof. Johnny Golding, Director of the Centre for Fine Art Research (CFAR), The School of Art, 
Birmingham City University, UK
Many thanks to Phil. Jean-Luc Nancy, Professor of Philosophy at the Université de Strasbourg, 
(F) for the collaboration with the project.



From left: Ivan Lupi (AMAE), Jean-Luc Nancy, Pier Giorgio De Pinto

17. Body to body, side to side or face to face, aligned or opposed, most often just mixed, tangential, 
and having little to do with each other. But that’s how bodies, which properly exchange nothing, 
send one another quantities of signals, notices, winks, or signaletic gestures. A bearing, debonair or 
lofty, a tensing up, an appeal, a depression, a gravity, a flair. And whatever belongs to the categories 
of words like youth or old age, work or boredom, force or awkwardness . .. Bodies cross paths, rub 
up against each other, press each other. Take buses, cross streets, enter supermarkets, step into cars, 
wait their turn in line, sit down in movie theaters after passing in front of ten other bodies.
From Fifty-eight Indices on the Body (appendix of Corpus), Jean-Luc Nancy. New York, Fordham 
University Press, 2008.

Original Edition in French:
17. Corps à corps, côte à côte ou face à face, alignés ou affrontés, le plus souvent seulement mêlés, 
tangents, ayant peu à faire entre eux. Mais ainsi les corps qui n’échangent proprement rien s’envoient 
des quantités de signaux, d’avertissements, de clins d’yeux ou de gestes signalétiques. Une allure 
débonnaire ou hautaine, une crispation, une séduc- tion, un affaissement, une pesanteur, un éclat. 
Et tout ce qu’on peut mettre sous des mots comme « jeunesse » ou « vieillesse », comme « travail » ou 
« ennui », comme « force » ou « gaucherie »… Les corps se croisent, se frôlent, se pressent. Prennent 
l’autobus, traversent la rue, entrent dans le super- marché, montent dans des voitures, attendent leur 
tour dans la file, s’asseyent au cinéma après être passés devant dix autres corps.
From 58 INDICES SUR LE CORPS et EXTENSION DE L’ÂME. Éditions Nota bene, Québec, 2004.

AMAE/DE PINTO presented on 16th June 2013 at the Kommunales Kino Gallery in Freiburg (D), 
for the project 58(+1) indices on the body, the performance “Index N.17_Proximity and Distance.”

Same performance on 12th July 2013 during the event SPUREN 2.0 / Körper-Medien-Sinnlichkeit 
by MBODY Research at E-WERK, Freiburg (D).

http://www.mbodyresearch.de/front_content.php?idart=165
http://www.metaspace.de/Main/MbodyNancy
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/06/28/performance-index-n-17-proximity-and-
distance-at-kommunales-kino-freiburg/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDxSH4HpoNs

The recording session
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/06/17/recording-session/



Jean-Luc Nancy reading the index n.17 from his own text “58 indices sur 
le corps” during the performance. He is in front of the interactive video 
trasforming, in real time, his image in ASCII code.

Video:
https://vimeo.com/102215897
password: 58indices





Two people from the audience involved by the performers to join the action.



After its début in Freiburg’s Kommunales Kino, when the co-operation was consolidated between 
the Amae/De Pinto artistic partnership and the French philosopher known for his fundamental 
work Corpus, the project of 58+1 Indices on the Body confermed its presence in an even more 
ambitious setting: Freiburg’s E-Werk cultural centre.

http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/07/13/spuren-2-0-index-n-17-proximity-and-
distance-e-werk-freiburg-12-07-2013/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/07/07/amaede-pinto-performing-at-e_werk-in-
freiburg-germany/
http://www.ewerk-freiburg.de/veranstaltungen/veranstaltungsdetails.
php?id=1424&subnavi=66&id_termine=1785

*AMAE: “When De Pinto expressed a wish to create a performance inspired by Nancy’s essay, we 
answered: why only one and not 58?”

*AMAE: “What Mr Nancy writes is not just philosophy. His writings are poetry: pure art. We set 
out to capture his voice, to give a dimension of sound to his text and to take that sound into all the 
places in the world that have the potential to appreciate it.”

*De Pinto: “After attending the début performance, Mr Nancy had words to say that we found 
immensely moving, filling us with positive energy to drive our project forward. After the solo 
show I held in 2010 in the MACT/CACT with the title of Corpus, I find that the project of the 58 
indices constitutes its necessary continuation.”

*Jean-Luc Nancy: “When I watched the performance by Amae/De Pinto, it made me understand 
why I wrote the essay of the 58 indices… On the basis of what I had the opportunity to see in this 
performance, I find it is a text to which I ought to add something. If in due course you manage to 
present all the indices, the entire project… that would be splendid.”

*Opinions gathered during the workshop at the Kommunales Kino in Freiburg in June 2013.
[Translation Pete Kercher]

Video:
https://vimeo.com/102221499
password: 58indices



10. A body is also a prison for the soul. In it, the soul pays for a very
serious crime whose nature is hard to discern. Which is why the body’s so
heavy and awkward for the soul. It has to digest, sleep, excrete, sweat, be defiled, 
be hurt, fall ill.
From Fifty-eight Indices on the Body (appendix of Corpus), Jean-Luc Nancy. New 
York, Fordham University Press, 2008.

Original Edition in French:
10. Le corps est aussi une prison pour l’âme. Elle y purge une peine dont la nature 
n’est pas facile à discer-ner, mais qui fut très grave. C’est pourquoi le corps est très 
lourd et très malaisé pour l’âme. Il lui faut digérer, dormir, excréter, suer, se salir, 
se blesser, tomber malade.
From 58 INDICES SUR LE CORPS et EXTENSION DE L’ÂME. Éditions Nota 
bene, Québec, 2004.

AMAE/DE PINTO presented on 20th June 2013 at A.E. Harris space, Birmingham (UK)  
for the project 58(+1) indices on the body, the performance “Index N.10_The unity of a 
touch.”
The performance was shown as part of the group exhibition _Encounters.

http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2013/05/21/index-n-10_the-unity-of-a-touch/
http://encountersbirmingham.tumblr.com/
http://www.aeharrisvenue.co.uk/?p=391

In his book Corpus and more specifically in On the soul, in The Extension of the soul 
and in Fifty-eight Indices on the Body Jean-Luc Nancy focuses on the relation between 
body and soul. For Nancy the body is intended as both an extension of the soul and 
its prison. 

The notion of body as a “prison of the soul” comes from Plato’s philosophy. In a 
famous chapter of Cratilo (Platone, Opere, vol. I, Laterza, Bari, 1967, pagg. 213-214) 
Plato  describes the relation between body and soul in two words: “sóma” (body) and 
“séma” (grave), from which derives the notion of body as a ”prison of the soul”.

Out of  the presentation by AMAE for the Exhibition _Encounters.



Two people from the audience joined the action.
The performance was shown in streaming and through an ASCII code Software.



Strasbourg (FR)
10 May 2014
AMAE/DE PINTO presented on 10th May 2014 at the Hall des Chars, Strasbourg 
(FR)  for the project 58(+1) indices on the body, the performance “Indices 60_61. A 
Living Archive”.
The performance was shown as part of the INACT Festival #4 de performances 
transmédias.
http://www.inact.fr/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/12/a-living-archive-inaugural-
reading/
https://www.facebook.com/InactFestivalDePerformancesMixmedias?fref=ts

Ph.© Erwan Soumhi

Ph.© Erwan Soumhi

Video:
https://vimeo.com/102234129
password: 58indices



Bellinzona(CH)
A two-days event: workshop and performances. 
24 May 2014
Workshop C.O.R.E. Strange foreign bodies and  Performance Index n. 58
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino (CH)

25 May 2014.
Performance Indices nn. 60_61
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino (CH)

http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/26/c-o-r-e-strange-foreign-bodies-
workshop-and-performance/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/26/amaede-pinto-indices-nn-60_61-a-
living-archive/
http://cactyou.blogspot.ch/2014/05/amae-de-pinto-58-1-indices-on-body.html



Performance Indices nn. 60_61
MACT/CACT Arte Contemporanea Ticino (CH)
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/26/c-o-r-e-strange-foreign-bodies-
workshop-and-performance/
http://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2014/05/26/amaede-pinto-indices-nn-60_61-a-
living-archive/



Performance at The Voice and the Lens, Whitechapel Gallery, London (UK)
It is a festival exploring the treasures of the human voice, conjured up for our eyes 
through film and performance. Over three days, the programme featured works by 55 
artists, musicians and film-makers, ranging from classics to recent and brand new works.

Highlights include: Bill Viola’s Anthem; Bruce McLean and Adam de la Cour’s Drum-
stick; Anri Sala’s Answer Me; Robert Ashley’s classic Atalanta Strategy; recent work by 
Imogen Stidworthy, Helen Petts, Laure Prouvost and Lina Lapelyte; Mikhail Karikis and 
specially-made new work by AMAE and Pier Giorgio De Pinto with philosopher Jean-
Luc Nancy.

http://www.whitechapelgallery.org/shop/product/category_id/1/product_id/1946
http://issuu.com/sbelinfante/docs/the-voice-and-the-lens-web-1.0

Video:
https://vimeo.com/102207714
password: 58indices



After a year of deep interchange with the internationally famous philosopher Jean-
Luc Nancy, AMAE and Pier Giorgio De Pinto took their performative project “58 
(+1) indices on the body” one step further and they were pleased to share with the 
audience the astonishing result.

Commencing on July 2014 a paragraph from the book 58 indices on the body, 
which was recorded by the philosopher himself especially for the project was 
released every week on Soundcloud.

Each track is recorded in the philosopher’s voice and in their original language 
of French. Some of them will offer unexpected twists, backstage sounds and 
unpredicted mistakes, each of which prodded the philosopher to re-think and add 
new indices to his work.

According to Barthes, alerting, deciphering and understanding are the three levels 
of listening that can be determined.

With this project AMAE/De Pinto to give to the audience a voice to listen to that is 
open to interpretation, but it is also true that they want to share something that can 
also just be heard as a basic sound – or a noise.

https://soundcloud.com/58_plus1_indicesonthebody
https://soundcloud.com/58_plus1_indicesonthebody/jean-luc-nancy-recording-
index-45



58(+1) Indices on the body. Indices nn.62/63 (2014)
Audio Installation with recorded voice/music by AMAE Art Collective, Pier Giorgio De Pinto and 
Jean-Luc Nancy.
Performer: Jean-Luc Nancy, Philosopher
Composer: Paolo Mascolini (AMAE Art Collective)
Curated by: Pier Giorgio De Pinto e AMAE Art Collective
Duration: 06:07 min.
Mp3 File: 14.7 MB

Selected sound work for Helicotrema 2014, Festival of recorded audio pieces, Milano, Italy curated 
by Blauer Hase Art Collective in collaboration with Giulia Morucchio.
The event has been show at Viafarini DOCVA and Careof DOCVA, Fonderia Artistica Battaglia, 
Istituto dei Ciechi di Milano and RAI Radio3 Studio, Italia.

http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/tagged/about
http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/post/96527885379/amae-de-pinto-58-1-indices-on-the-body
http://www.blauerhase.com/

Photos © 2014 Maeva Tchiouk. Courtesy Helicotrema Festival.



Interview by Blauer Hase on the occasion of
Helicotrema Recorded Audio Festival, Milan, Italy.

AMAE / DE PINTO
58(+1) Indices on the body
Audio work, 6’07”

Tell us a little bit about your work as an artist and on 
the use of sound in your artistic practice?
As a collaborative singularity, AMAE focuses on 
the tensions generated in marginalised bodies 
by heteronormative society. Amae’s research 
contaminates traditional languages of art 
communication (poetry, video, sound, photography, 
installation, performance) with mass media via 
photographic works and performances, which 
are often broadcast live on the web. Working on 
international platforms across the EU, AMAE focuses 
on intersubjectivity and transfer in performance art; 
inheritance and mimicry of behaviour; mimicry 
against emulation; identification and conflict; 
primary society and contemporary society; time 
and space of assimilation of empathetic behaviours; 
behaviours towards otherness; transient bodies; 
augmented reality.
In AMAE’s practice the sound has most of the 
time been predominant. From our performances 
to our video pieces or sculptures, as a background 
track or immersive installation. Newly created o 
manipulated. The world of sound is also something 
AMAE constantly seeks in form of collaborations 
with composers, bands, singers.

Pier Giorgio De Pinto uses new media as a 
“thinking medium” in which involves the audience, 

creating performative experiences and immersive 
environments. His projects usually involve 
others – musicians, choreographers and artists – 
from different cultural backgrounds, styles and 
identity genres. Currently, De Pinto is studying an 
hybridisation practice between expanded cinema, 
ASCII Code, infographics, mapping territories and 
human factors. A way to combine different physical 
and virtual media to tell a story through hybridized 
expanded cinema installations. The sound is a 
predominant element in De Pinto’s installations along 
with objects, drawings, coded movies and interactive 
installations: devices for developing a poetical and 
conceptual dimension through sensorial perception, 
reflections and awareness. The gesture of the artist 
removes functionality, add significance, proposes 
a new sense, subverts rules, creates a new order. A 
transmedial work that has the potential to perturb 
our certainties and our perception.

The track you presented for Helicotrema 2014 is 
an audio work entitled 58(+1) indices on the body 
that features the participation of philosopher Jean-
Luc Nancy, Pier Giorgio De Pinto and AMAE Art 
Collective. Can you tell us the origin of this project 
and on the nature of this collaboration?
The nature of the collaboration is the pivotal point of 
the whole project. AMAE is a collective and it’s nature 
is to collaborate with other entities. We contacted 
Pier Giorgio De Pinto and he made us falling in love 
with Jean-Luc Nancy’s writing. Together we initially 
decided to extend Nancy’s 58 indices on the body 
with a series of 58 performances and then we had the 
opportunity to meet the philosopher in Freiburg and 
perform with him our debut piece. It happened all of 
a sudden. Very unexpectedly.  

How was it recorded?
We asked Mr. Nancy to record his voice for our 
project and he was very happy to do that. He also 
wrote 4 new statements especially for us, which is a 
big achievement in terms of how performance and 
philosophy can merge and influence each other. So 
from the 59 initial indices (the 59th was added in the 
past in a different occasion) the statements became 
63. Nancy did the recording with a small portable 
device that we gave him.

How does this work is related to your artistic research?
We now have a big treasure which is Mr. Nancy’s 
voice reading his own work. Although our focus is 
still on the performance aspect we are expanding 
the project in different directions. One of these is a 
weekly appointment on Soundcloud for a year. Our 
aim is perform Nancy’s text in every possible way 
we can.
https://soundcloud.com/58_plus1_indicesonthebody

Are you working on new projects?
Yes we are. AMAE is launching with De Pinto a 
workshop where we want to collect the audience’s 
voice reading Nancy’s text and then we will open a call 
for composers to create a full-on audio installation.

http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/post/96527885379/
amae-de-pinto-58-1-indices-on-the-body



63 Variations on the body.
After the launch of the project on Soundcloud, featuring Jean-Luc Nancy’s re-
corded voice reading his treaty 58 Indices on the body, AMAE and Pier Gior-
gio De Pinto extended the idea about working on audio, sounds and voices 
with a ‘call for composers’ to create a background track for each statement – 
written and recorded by the philosopher. Candidates joined the Soundcloud
group page where they could choose a statement, or more than one to develop 
a musical accompaniment while also sharing their track with other artists.
On September the call closed. All the tracks will be selected with a choice for 
the 63 tracks/recorded voices. The idea is to use the selected tracks for a docu-
mentary about the whole project 58(+1) Indices on the body.

https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/63-variations-on-the-
body-open-call-for-composers/

Open Call
http://wp.me/a3fU9C-8l



Workshop C.O.R.E..
A collaboration between AMAE collective, artist Pier Giorgio 
De Pinto, philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy, professor Ryan Ashley 
Caldwell and the students of Soka University (US). May 2015.
Ph. Courtesy Soka University.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1426335717674670/



Conversation between Jean-Luc Nancy and the students of Soka 
University, California, USA.
May 2015
This conversation is part of  the experience of the participants in the 
workshop C.O.R.E.; a collaboration between AMAE collective, artist 
Pier Giorgio De Pinto, philosopher Jean-Luc Nancy, professor Ryan 
Ashley Caldwell and the students of Soka University.

SOKA University’s students ask questions about the notions of body 
and soul highlighted by Jean-Luc Nancy in ’58 indices on the body’.

STUDENTS:
How would you define the body?  It seems that there are so many 
different ways to understand the body here, so how do we come to 
understand that concept?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
For me there is only one answer: the body is how we face the world.

STUDENTS:
Soul, mind, body, spirit — how can we distinguish between these 
terms?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
Of course: soul is the shape of an organized body (Aristote), body 
is what I wrote to the first question, spirit is the way we go through 
everything; mind, I don’t know if it is something…

STUDENTS:
Is there a distinction and also an importance between the soul and 
the body?  Is one more important than the other?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
Both are the same existence of “someone”: soul as a singular form, 
body as towards other bodies.

STUDENTS:
Is this an exhaustive list of relationships of the body?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:

Certainly not!

STUDENTS:
Do the indices exist individually? Or are they to be understood rela-
tionally and in reference?  Or isolated and on their own?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
The “indices” have no singular existence! they are just ways of saying 
or talking or feeling…

STUDENTS:
In terms of the development of the indices, were they written on 
their own? Or then organized in this way?  Or just brainstormed and 
then written in this order?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
On their own…

STUDENTS:
When we state that the body is protecting a secret, what is that 
secret? (#41)

JEAN-LUC NANCY
It is its secret…

STUDENTS:
(#39) In regard to the separate pieces of the body, do you think it is 
possible that these separate parts will be unified, or will these always 
be differentiated in terms of some sense of disconnect?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
They are together united as parts of “a” body and differentiated ac-
cording to all the possibilities of being-in-the-world; disconnected 
in the extent that there is an uncommensurability between going and 
sleeping, eating and playing, seeing and hearing, etc.; that is: sens 
(sense of life, as one says) is in itself multiple and infinite…

STUDENTS:
(#42) this seems like a reference to the inevitability of socialization 
and the development of culture, can you comment on this? Is this a 
comment on being isolated from others?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
Socialization is not “inevitable”: it is the same as “individuation”. And 
“nature” is the same than “culture” because the second comes from 
the first…
This indice is about the all-together of everything….

STUDENTS:
Is the body described in the indices a sensuous body?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
There is not a non-sensuous body!

STUDENTS:
Did you set out to write 58? Were there more that were eliminated?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
I do not remember.

STUDENTS:
How does the translation affect the interpretation?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
I do not know: I do not well understand English. But any translation 
is an interpretation.

STUDENTS:
Whose idea of God is being used in these interpretations?  How can 
we come to know the translation or interpretation?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
There is no idea of God.

STUDENTS:
How do we deal with the contradictions within the indices?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
This is up to you.

This last one is by AMAE about index n.8:
AMAE:
If the body could be at the same time soul, intended as soul+body we 
can say that the body has two weights?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
There is no soul+body, it is one thing with form (relation to itself) 
and matter (relation to the world)

AMAE:
If the soul is also the body how the soul couldn’t have a weight? This 
contradicts itself? Or what do you mean?

JEAN-LUC NANCY:
Of course the soul has a weight: the one of the body!

https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.
com/2015/07/28/conversation-
between-jean-luc-nancy-and-the-
students-of-soka-university-california-
usa/



Index n.42_The phases of the pomegranate.
Live Stream performances by AMAE and Pier Giorgio De Pinto
On Tuesday the 15th of September 2015 from 8.00 p.m. London time.

42. The body is the unconscious: seeds of ancestors sequenced in its cells, and mineral salts consumed, and mollusks caressed, broken bits of wood, 
and worms feasting on its cadaver underground, or else the flame that incinerates it and the ash it yields, epitomizing it in impalpabile powder, and 
the people, plants, and animals whose paths it crosses and with whom it rubs shoulders, and the tales from long-gone nurses, and monuments in 
ruins covered with lichens, and enormous turbines in factories fabricating extraordinary alloys from which its prosthetic devices will be made, and 
rough or lisping phonemes, with which its tongue makes spoken noises, and laws engraved on steles, and secret desires for murder or immortality. 
The body touches on everything with the secret tips of its bony fingers. And everything ends up making a body, down to the very corpus of dust as-
sembling and dancing a vibrant dance in the thin streak of light where the last day of the world draws to a close.

From Fifty-eight Indices on the Body (Corpus), Jean-Luc Nancy. New York, Fordham University Press, 2008.

Photo © A. Benassi

https://www.facebook.com/thephasesofthepome
granate?fref=ts

https://58indicesonthebody.wordpress.
com/2015/09/11/58-1-indices-on-the-body-
index-n-42_the-phases-of-the-pomegranate/



Helicotrema Festival 2015.
The program aims to create site-specific listening situations, experimenting how the listening 
experience can be enriched and adapted to different contexts. The appointments of Helicotrema 
2015 is 25-26-27 September in Forte Marghera (Venezia), 9-10 October in Firenze, in different 
locations (within the project Sonic Somatic curated by Trial Version and International Feel) and has 
its conclusion on 4 November at Punta della Dogana (Venezia, Italy).

AMAE/De Pinto has been invited as guest for the last tour in Venice.
The venue is the prestigious Palazzo Grassi, Punta della Dogana at the François Pinault Foundation.
They present a collaboration with Jean-Luc Nancy and the Irish composer Stephen Roddy.
The sound-art piece has installed in the main hall of the Pinault Foundation with some works 
of artist Nancy Spero with her work on Antonin Artaud; during the exhibition Slip of the tongue 
curated by Danh Vo. 

58(+1) Indices on the body. 
Indices nn.21_7_3
5’:45’’ - 2015
Performer: Jean-Luc Nancy, Philosopher
Composer: Stephen Roddy
Curated by: Pier Giorgio De Pinto and AMAE Art Collective

http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/post/129768419575/amaede-pinto-with-jean-luc-nancy-
stephen-roddy
http://www.palazzograssi.it/en/art-events/helicotrema

Detail of the performance and sound art piece presentation during the Exhibition Slip of 
the tongue curated by Danh Vo. Palazzo Grassi, Punta della Dogana at the François Pinault 
Foundation, Venice, Italy.
Ph. Courtesy Blauer Hase, 2015.

Detail of a work by Nancy Spero on Antonin Artaud. Exhibition Slip of the tongue curated 
by Danh Vo. Palazzo Grassi, Punta della Dogana at the François Pinault Foundation.



AMAE/DE PINTO in collaboration with Jean-Luc Nancy at Palazzo Grassi, 
Venice.
AMAE/De Pinto with Jean-Luc Nancy at Palazzo Grassi

Helicotrema Festival offered a special sonic visit of the exhibition “Sigmar Pol-
ke”, while the Teatrino hosted sessions dedicated to exploring the live form.

Venue
Wednesday 19 October 2016 5 p.m at Palazzo Grassi.
Campo San Samuele, 3231, 30124 Venice
The project was curated by Blauer Hase and Giulia Morucchio

After last year’s success, Helicotrema continues its collaboration with Palazzo 
Grassi – Punta della Dogana, all events taking place in the galleries of Palazzo 
Grassi and the adjacent Teatrino.
A special playlist accompanied visitors to the exhibition “Sigmar Polke”. 
There, the sounds could be accessed independently via smartphones and 
tablet computers.
In the foyer of the Teatrino Palazzo Grassi, however, three collective listening 
sessions were organised. The first session was curated by the theorist and 
performer Brandon LaBelle. The other two sessions contemplated the effects 
of architecture on sound and the act of listening. These featured as live sets 
by sound artists Robert Curgenven and Petri Kuljuntausta. 

Programme: http://helicotrema.blauerhase.com/
Helicotrema | Palazzo Grassi
http://www.palazzograssi.it/en/events/all/helicotrema/
Audio recorded by Jean-Luc Nancy for the project
https://soundcloud.com/58_plus1_indicesonthebody
Jean-Luc Nancy talking about the project 58 (+1) Indices on the body
(French with subtitles in English)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WPc443i7nio


